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A record number of candidates officially registered for Guatemala's Nov. 12 presidential election
before the deadline on Sept. 12. According to the Registro de Ciudadanos (RC), three political
alliances and 17 political parties have registered presidential candidates for the general elections.
On Nov. 12, voters will elect the president, vice president, local mayors, 80 deputies to the
legislature, and 20 deputies to the Central American Parliament (PARLACEN). Among the
presidential candidates are ex-military officers, a former Supreme Court magistrate who registered
while wanted by the police, and the first leftist candidate in decades.
Conspicuously missing from the lineup is retired Gen. Efrain Rios Montt, who was head of state in
1982-1983. Much of the attention earlier in the year was centered on the attempts by Rios Montt,
of the Frente Republicano Guatemalteco (FRG), to register as a candidate despite a constitutional
clause that prevented him from running for the presidency in the 1990 elections. Under Article 186
of the Constitution, he may not run for the office because he became head of state in 1982 as the
result of a coup d'etat (see NotiSur, 05/19/95).
In July the RC rejected his application for candidacy (see NotiSur, 08/11/95). And, on Aug. 16, it
rejected the application of his wife, Maria de Teresa Sosa de Rios Montt, who had been hurriedly
chosen by party leaders as Rios Montt's replacement. In refusing to accept Sosa de Rios Montt's
candidacy, the RC said that because she is a close relative of Rios Montt, Article 186 prohibits her
from running as well. The RC also ruled against her because she had not been nominated by a
formal FRG party convention, as required by electoral rules.
Subsequently, the party held a formal convention and nominated Alfonso Portillo, who is now
the FRG's registered candidate. Rios Montt is, at present, not only out of the presidential race, but
he has been temporarily suspended from his post as president of the legislature. On Aug. 14, the
Supreme Court of Justice ordered him to step down while he awaits hearings on charges of abuse
of authority. He and other FRG legislative leaders face possible legal charges stemming from the
party's attempt to force the RC and the Supreme Electoral Tribunal to approve his candidacy, and
for accusations of wiretapping the telephones of the Partido de Avanzada Nacional (PAN) [see,
NotiSur, 07/21/95].
The respected social research organization Asociacion de Investigacion y Estudios Sociales (ASIES)
concluded that only four of the 20 presidential candidates have a chance to win: Alvaro Arzu,
Fernando Andrade, Jorge Gonzalez, and Portillo. The leading candidate, according to most opinion
polls and political observers, is Arzu of the right-wing PAN. Arzu was mayor of the capital city
between 1986 and 1990 and an unsuccessful presidential candidate in 1990. Andrade is the candidate
of the Alianza Nacional, comprising the Democracia Cristiana (DC), the Union del Centro Nacional
(UCN), and the Partido Socialista Democratico (PSD). He was the former foreign minister during the
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 55922
ISSN: 1060-4189

regime of Gen. Oscar Mejia Victores (1983-1986). Portillo, the replacement for Rios Montt, was, until
July, a member of the DCG and before that a socialist.
Gonzalez is the candidate of the newly formed leftist Frente Democratico Nueva Guatemala
(FDNG), organized in July as a coalition of some 20 labor, student, grassroots, and human rights
groups. The participation of the FDNG in this election marks the first time in two decades that the
left has fielded a presidential candidate. The Frente has held talks with the Unidad Revolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG), but has forged no formal alliance with the guerrilla organization.
Gonzalez served as president of the Central Bank in the Rios Montt regime but has been a frequent
critic of Guatemala's military-dominated governments.
Below this group of four is a second tier of candidates who have stirred interest, but who are given
virtually no chance of winning. Alejandro Gramajo is the candidate of the rightist coalition of the
Partido Institucional Democratico and the Frente de Unidad Nacional (PID-FUN). He is a retired
general and former defense minister (1986-1990). In April, he was fined more than US$47 million in
absentia by a Boston court for human rights abuses (see NotiSur, 04/21/95). Angel Anibal Guevara,
also a former general, is the nominee of the rightist Partido Democratico Guatemalteco (PDG). He
was defense minister in the administration of president Romeo Lucas Garcia (1978-1982), ran for the
presidency and won in the 1982 election, but was prevented from taking office by the coup that put
Rios Montt in office.
Juan Jose Rodil successfully registered as a candidate with the RC even though at the time he was
wanted by the police on charges of corruption and theft stemming from his term as president of the
Supreme Court of Justice between 1992 and 1994. Rodil calls the charges "political persecution."
"In the past they accused me of being a communist, but because that has gone out of fashion, they
accuse me of theft and corruption," said Rodil. RC director Felix Castillo Milla said that, as long as
there is no court judgement against Rodil, he retains his political rights, including the right to run
for political office. Added to those rights, while he remains a candidate, is immunity from arrest.
Rolando Torres, who is running on the Desarrollo Autentico Integral (DIA) ticket, is thought to
have a significant following outside the capital. He is the former director of the US-based Christian
Children's Foundation, which works on community projects in rural areas.
Also running are:
*Alcislo Valladares, former attorney general in the current administration, Partido Libertador
Progresista (PLP);
*Lionel Sisniega Otero, Central Autentica Nacionalista (CAN);
*Jose Luis Chea, Union Democratica (UD);
*Miguel Angel Montepeque, Partido Reformador Guatemalteco (PREG);
*Flor de Solis, Fuerza Democrata Popular (FDP);
*Jose Fernandez, Partido Progresista (PP);
*Mario Castejon, Movimiento de los Descamisados (MD);
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*Carlos Gonzalez Quezada, Moviemento Patriotico Libertad (MPL) and the Partido de Conciliacion
Nacional (PCN);
*Alfonso Fuentes Soria, Union Reformista Social (URS);
*Hugo Argueta, Partido Laborista Guatemalteco (PLG);
*Jose Ramon Godoy for Cambio Historico Nacional (CAMHINA).
A poll published this month by the newspaper La Republica indicated that, of the respondents who
said they intended to vote, 56% said they would vote for Arzu. But the poll also showed that more
than 42% percent of eligible voters did not intend to vote. Recent poll results have tended to vary
widely, especially when compared with earlier surveys. Furthermore, Rios Montt's withdrawal
appears to have skewed poll results because respondents were slow to understand that he was out
of the race. Nevertheless, virtually all polls show Arzu in the lead, though his standing varies from
22.4% to 64%, depending on the poll. ASIES released a poll on Sept. 15 showing Arzu running well
ahead but with only 22.4%. Andrade was second with 3.9%, and Portillo far behind in the pack with a
mere 0.6%.
None of the candidates, according to ASIES analysts, is likely to win on the first-round vote on
Nov. 12. If no candidate receives a majority, a second-round election will be held on Jan. 7, 1996.
Polls released as late as Sept. 23 indicated that roughly half of the eligible voters intending to vote
had not decided whom they would vote for. Some political analysts say that the abstention rate
could equal or exceed the 55% recorded in the 1990 presidential elections. In the 1994 legislative
elections, only 19% of the eligible voters went to the polls. Nobel Prize laureate Rigoberta Menchu,
who is working to increase voter turnout, said she fears abstentionism will be high because of "too
many candidates pursuing 3.7 million voters." This, and the tendency of candidates to campaign
mostly in the cities, she said, could confuse many rural voters and encourage apathy. She urged
candidates to "form alliances quickly." [Sources: Associated Press, 07/30/95/ 09/05/95, 09/08/95,
09/13/95; Reuter, 08/16/95, 08/31/95; Inforpress Centroamericana (Guatemala), 09/14/95; Agence
France-Presse, 08/04/95, 08/05/95, 08/14/95, 08/16/95, 08/17/95, 08/19/95, 08/21/95, 08/28/95, 09/09/95,
09/23/95; Notimex, 08/16/95, 08/17/95, 09/28/95)
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